
Adding wood or leaf mulch will provide a multitude of benefits to your trees and 
landscape beds. These benefits include soil temperature management, nutrients 
through decomposition, water retention, landscape aesthetics, physical protection 
from foot traffic or lawn mowing equipment and much more. 

As you walk through the woods, the ground feels a bit spongy and soft, that is 
called the duff layer.

In our urban environments, we often lack a duff layer because we plant trees in mowed 
lawns or areas that are continually manicured and cleared of vegetative material.  Apply-
ing mulch around our trees helps to replace this lack of a duff layer; it breaks down, much 
like the material in a natural setting, which helps to improve the organic content of the 
soil. This improves the structure and nutrient availability in the soil for our urban trees. 

In addition to these biological ben-
efits, mulch also provides a beauti-
ful aesthetic enhancement of your 
trees and landscape.  Most mulch is 
brown, but there are dyed options 
as well. The color of the mulch can 
present a beautiful contrast to the 
surrounding colors in your landscape 
and make your trees, landscape and 
home all stand out and improve your 
curb appeal.

Whatever your desire is for your 
landscape, adding a natural mulch around your trees and in your landscape beds will 
improve the health and vigor of your trees and plants. Utilizing locally sourced mulch 
products will help reduce carbon emissions into our environment and help recycle our 
local wood waste stream. Sustainable nutrient cycling is the key and we appreciate our 
clients’ dedication to enhancing our urban forest! Join the movement and help promote 
professional arboriculture!

Alan Seal  
ISA Arborist IL-4547A



S pring has sprung and the forecast is for rain, rain, and more rain with cooler temperatures. Many of you have 
crabapple and hawthorn trees in your yards. The combination of these factors creates the perfect conditions 

for Apple Scab and Rust. As the season progresses, you may notice yellow and brown spots on the leaves and the 
leaves prematurely falling off the tree. If these symptoms sound familiar, your tree could have Apple Scab or Rust, 
which are one of the more common and serious fungal diseases of ornamental trees.
This disease is so common in areas with wet spring weather that it is ex-
pected annually; the question is, “How severe will the infection become?” 
Removal of fallen leaves and twigs can help decrease the primary inoculum 
levels, but the fungus is so common, and spores so readily dispersed that 
infection is still likely to occur. There is no cure for Apple Scab or Rust, but 
control is possible. Sanitation along with fungicides can be used to control 
this disease. Control requires multiple applications on a preventive basis, 
beginning when leaf buds break and repeating into June.

The more precipitation in the spring the easier it is for the fungus to 
spread. Infection occurs under a wide range of temperatures, but wet 
plant surfaces are necessary. The severity of the infection increases when  
humidity is high, and the temperature is moderate.
 

Ben Deutsch
Plant Health Care Manager, ISA Certified Arborist, IL-1794A

After the droughts or heavy rain, 
we have been experiencing the last 
few years, most trees are already 
stressed. Besides the fungicide 
spray program, fertilizing your 
trees and having a good watering 
program during the dry months is 
highly recommended. 

To learn more or to have your trees evaluated, call your KTS ISA Certified 
Arborist or our Plant Health Care Department.  

Anne Dalrymple
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, IL-4275BT



A s we patiently wait for the tem-
peratures to get warmer and 

the sun to stay out a little longer, we 
have a great opportunity to plan our 
spring projects for home improve-
ments and landscape updates. 
Keeping our backyards in mind, a 
wonderful native tree that could bring 
some contrast without requiring 
much maintenance is the Blackhaw 
Viburnum. 

The Blackhaw Viburnum is consid-
ered a large shrub or a small tree and 
is native to the Chicagoland area. In 
the spring, it blooms small white flow-
er clusters followed by yellow berries, 
and it matures to a height of only 12-
15 feet. The Blackhaw also bears fruit 
and attracts various wildlife; perfect 
for bird watching on an early spring 
day. In the fall, the berries turn dark 
with a contrasting pinkish-red and 
sometimes burgundy red foliage, cre-
ating a beautiful autumn setting. 

Because the Blackhaw Viburnum is 
native to our area, it can withstand 
the cold temperatures and can tol-
erate occasional drought. It prefers 
a minimum of 4 hours of direct, 
unfiltered sunlight every day. As for 
maintenance, it requires pruning  
after flowering in the spring to pre-
vent them from growing thickets. 

If you would like to inquire about po-
tentially planting a Blackhaw Vibur-
num, your ISA Certified Arborist is 
available to help!

Karina Herrera
Administration Assistant

Over the last few months, KTS 
has experienced some big 
changes within the organization. 

Tim, Mulch Manager and Bunny, Admin-
istrative Manager, have each dedicated 
20+ years to Kramer Tree. They decid-
ed to relocate from their Illinois home 
be closer to their daughter (and warm-
er weather). As we bid them adieu, we 
thank them for their many years helping 
build Kramer Tree. 

With these open positions, we are proud 
to be able to hire within. Lynn, who has 
been the Administrative Assistant for 
2 years, has taken on the role of Ad-
ministration Manager. Karina, who has 
been working as the Accounts Payable 
Specialist in the Plant Health Care De-
partment for just over 2 years, will be 
taking Lynn’s previous position. And 
Valerie, with 2 years under her belt 
in the front Office, will be filling Kari-
na’s role.  Enough to make your head 
spin, right? But we are not done yet! 

Other transitions within the compa-
ny have been in the Sales, Mulch and 
Scheduling Departments. Luis, who 
has worked in the Mulch Department 
for over 7 years, has taken the role of 
Mulch Manager. Tyler, a Sales Associate 
for over 4 years, is now our Scheduling 
Coordinator and Kelsey, a newer Plant 
Health Care Technician, has taken Ty-
ler’s old position and Jose, from the 
PHC Department has joined the Mulch 
Department.

Anne Dalrymple
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, IL-4275BT
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