
f a homeowner waits too long to contract a tree care company to remove 
a dead tree, their city or village may impose fines. Letters are sent to res-

idents notifying them they are not in compliance with a city ordinance. If the 
deadline to remove the tree is missed, the homeowner can be responsible for 
significant fines. 

Also, the level of risk for field crew, as 
well as the surrounding area, increases 
the longer the dead tree is left stand-
ing. A skilled and experienced field ar-
borist would be assigned to perform the  
removal. A plan would be created to 
assure the job is done in the safest and 
most efficient manner. Special equipment 
may be used, such as a crane or a tracked 
lift, to make the removal more efficient 
and more importantly, reduce risk for the 
crew and property. A little-known fact, 
the wood of a dead tree is harder on equipment like chain saws and woodchippers. Tree 
care companies take all of this into consideration when providing a cost to remove a tree. 

As with most issues, early detection and corrective actions can produce better results 
than if they are not addressed. We urge our clients and all homeowners to be the care-
takers of their trees. If you notice one of your trees showing signs of decline, contact your 
KTS Arborist or our Plant Health Care Department for assistance.  Remember, a dead tree 
left standing will only cost you more money the longer you wait to remove it.

Call our office for information on our mulch products, 
pricing and delivery or click here for more information

https://kramertree.com/mulch/


As stated in previous issues of Trunkline, we’ve discussed proper watering.  One inch of water per 
week is recommended. Also, over the years, as our trees have gotten bigger, and they need more nu-
trients; the surrounding soils cannot support them as they once did. In a wooded area, all tree and 
leaf debris are left on the forest floor to decompose and continue to support the health of those trees. 
Since many of us don’t like the look of leaves in our yards, we tend to remove them. By doing this, we 
have now taken away huge amounts of nutrients that the tree would normally have. To help compen-
sate for this lack of nutrients in our soils, we need to figure out ways to replenish the soil. Mulching 
at least some of your leaves is a good start, properly mulching your trees and a soil injected fertilizer 
will also make a big difference. Beside the benefit of the fertilizer, by soil injecting the fertilizer, we are 
also aerating the soil around your trees.

Sometimes we do these things for our trees, and they still don’t look as good as we had hoped. At Kramer Tree Specialists, we offer soil sampling. Soil 
sampling can help us to understand its composition so we can identify which minerals or nutrients are lacking. From this report, we can make recom-
mendations specific to your soil for your trees and shrubs.

Like you, we are always looking for ways to best care for your trees. If you think you notice any of your trees struggling, please give your KTS 
Arborist or the Plant Health Care Department a call, 630-562-0160.  

Ben Deutsch
Plant Health Care Manager, ISA Certified Arborist, IL-1794A

Anne Dalrymple
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, IL-4275BT

ark on a tree is far more than just a “dead” outer layer on tree trunks and 
branches. Bark is comprised of three (3) layers:  the outer bark, the inner bark 

(phloem), and the cambium layer.    The layer we visually can see is the outer bark, 
to protective layer.  It protects trees from elements, keeping out moisture in the rain, 
preventing trees from losing moisture when the air is dry, insulating against cold and heat, protecting against the sun’s rays, and warding off animals, disease 
organisms and insects. Bark is somewhat porous helping trees carry out necessary gaseous exchanges needed for growth and survival. Some tree species have 
extra-thick bark that protects against brush fires.  

Countless aspects of the environment have influenced the evolution of bark colors and patterns, each playing a significant role in tree survival.  For example, 
the white bark of white birch trees reflects sunlight which protects the tree from damaging ultraviolet rays. Birch seeds can travel long distances in the wind 
and birch can easily find themselves without the shelter of companions, so protection from the sun is important. To ward off invading insects, Scots pines 
have sticky resin and oak tree bark contains a lot of tannins; both chemicals that taste off-putting and are toxic in high doses. Many tree species, such as 
maple trees, will express smooth bark while young, but as they get older, the bark becomes rougher making it harder for animals to damage. 

Continue to enjoy the many different colors and patterns tree bark adds to our landscape, but do not undervalue the many daily functions it provides to keep 
our trees healthy. When/where possible, protect the bark from mechanical damage by installing a large mulch ring. Stay tuned for the fall issue of Trunkline 
when the inner layers of bark are discussed!

B

https://kramertree.com/plant-health-care/


F requently, I receive questions about
which trees to use for a privacy 

screen or natural fence. Typically, I’ve said 
“evergreen trees”, but I’ve experiment-
ed with various deciduous trees. I found 
some oaks work well if you can tolerate a 
couple months in spring for new leaves to 
emerge as the old leaves shed. The (3) oak 
trees I recommend are the Shingle oak, 
Black/Shingle oak cross, and the Scarlet 
oak.  Placed at a location for screening 
and allowed to be low branched in their 
natural state, will provide good visual 
blockage as well as good fall color. These 
three oaks all require full sun, can tolerate 
variety of soils, salt and soil compaction, 
have fast growth rates for oaks, leaves that 
persist through the winter and are hosts to 
native butterflies, moths, and birds. 

The Shingle oak (Quercus imbricaria) 
leaves are different than most red oaks 
as they are smooth edged and oblong, 
4” to 6” long by 2” wide.  Fall color can 
be red-orange-yellow, but is often tan/
brown.  Maximum height is 90’ x 50’ wide 
and is found in either bottomland or up-
land locations. This oak was once promi-
nent in northern Illinois but is now rare 
due to being commonly used for roofing 
shingles, hence the name.

The Black x Shingle oak (Quercus coc-
cinea), a cross between the Shingle oak and 
the Black oak, occurs in nature or in nurs-

eries if growing close to each other, result-
ing in offspring of cross pollination. This 
oak retains its leaves like the Shingle oak 
and displays red/orange fall color through-
out canopy. Since this tree is a cross, the 
shape and size of the leaves can vary, some 
pointed lobes while others have none. Its 
maximum height is 70’ x 50’ wide.

My third recommendation is the Scarlet 
oak (Quercus ellipsoidalis). The leaves are 
pointed lobes leaves like a Pin oak, but can 
be distinguished by the acorns. This tree 
is also an upland specimen. Scarlet oak is 
more adaptable than a Pin oak as it has bet-
ter soil tolerances of dry to moist, where a 
Pin oak prefers wetland locations in undis-
turbed soil. Fall color is red to orange and 
its maximum height 65’ x 50’ wide. 

The placement of oak trees for screening 
is best installed in a staggered pattern, to 
accommodate their canopy size at ma-
turity, and to reduce shading each other. 
Maintaining them low branched increases 
visual screening capabilities.

Special thanks to the Kelsay Shaw from 
Possibility Place Nursery for sharing pic-
tures with us. www.possibilityplace.com

Pierre Hatch
PHC Foreman, ISA Certified Arborist, IL-4658A

Second event for the “Walk 
in the Woods” series is in 

the books! 
We had awesome weather and great 
group of people on March 5th.  We toured 
Adams Park in Wheaton and learned win-
ter tree identification and fun tips about 
trees in our local area. Thanks again for 
everyone who came out and we look for-
ward to seeing everyone again at the next 
event. Our next event is scheduled for 
May 14th - check our events page on 
Facebook for more details. 

Over the last several months 
our team has worked tire-
lessly on preparing data to 
be transitioned into a new 

Client Record Management 
database.

Keeping in mind our core values, our goal 
for any upgrade to our business is to bet-
ter serve our clients and our staff. We are 
excited to “go live” in the few weeks!

Anne Dalrymple
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist, IL-4275BT



EmploymEnt opportunitiEs 
postEd on WEbsitE

Currently, we are looking for a Utility Line Clear-
ance Arborist for our NW Indiana   

location and Production Arborists and  
Plant Health Care Technicians for our   

West Chicago location.

If you or someone you know is interested  
in joining the KTS Team, please go to our web-

site and select “Careers” for our
 Employment Opportunities and

 Job Descriptions.

Safe, Professional Arboriculture

www.kramertree.com
https://kramertree.com/careers/



